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May 10 1946

Hokkaido Ainu Association

The Promotion Sec. the H. P. O.
Sapporo

Your excellency Gen. Swing

May we very humbly beg you to be interested in
this our Ainu letter of petition to you.

We have already sent over copies of our petition
for protection & Relief of Ainu as the attached
paper states to the authorities concerned such
as Home Ministry, Dept. of Imperial Household,
Welfare Ministry, Agriculture & Forestry Ministry
and the Government of Hokkaido.

We have stated the present situation & the brief
history of Ainu race in the petition & we beg you
kindly to work out proper counter-measures.

Will you please be interested in our petition &
be very kind to us.

Yours truly

Yamao Mukai
Director of Hokkaido Ainu Ass.,
Promotion Sec., H. P. O.
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(1#%E]

Petition for Promotion & Relief of Ainu race

Hokkaido Ainu Association

(Foundational Juridical person)

[2#%E]
A Petition for protection & regeneration of AINU

Race

We, the pre-occupying race of Hokkaido, had
been working hard in opening the land, by own
power & management and same contribution in the
advancement of the Imperial destiny.

However, our Ainu ancestors had very much
suffered by the 300 years’ un-co-operative bulwark
of the Throne.

The good farms and fishing bases had been
usurped by them, which our ancestors continually
owed for very long period.

Owing to this, majority of Ainu had to become
like those bedouins, always having lived in most
primitive way until the fall of Shogunate.

Down from the Meiji area, large quantity of

BET A ABHRAILEBFOBEEEFICOWVT
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Japanese begun to flow in. And so our primitive
ancestors, not being cultured & educated, they had
to guard themselves against the cunning, Japanese
& could not help being thrown into the most
miserable way of life. It is indeed and fact.

We, not only expect the Government to help
us, but we ourselves have begun to awake to do
our best to solve the impending problem, having
collected all strength of the Ainu race.

The result, happy to say, is to have organised an
association for improvement & regeneration of the
Ainu race.

Its purpose is to develope up to the standard of
Japanese in agriculture, fishery & other business.
The country has accepted “Potsdam Declaration”
& she has started a democratic policy at once. May
we beg the Government to help us, who have been
suffering by 400 years’ oppression and usurption,
being out off every easy means of livelihood?

Kindly think over the fact of the following present

circumstances.

(3#%E]
Item

1. There are Ainu 3500 families & population is
some 17,000.
A few Ainu got collage-education, some
dozen, high school & all the rest have just
finished that of primary school. There are
ignorant.
These 3,500 family live in small hay huts,
thatched, & some 2,165 family out of the
above have smaller ones, no floor, spreading
straw mats righ on the ground. 558 family
sleep in straw mats.
Sconomically [sic socioeconomically] there
are several rich-men, possessing some 20 or
30 hundred thousand yen.
Some 20%. of Ainu live on the Japanese
standard of living & they are farmers &
fishing people.. majority live in far below the
standard of Jap. The real fact is clear by the
numerals of the above mentioned housing.

2. The Shogunate of 300 years ever has
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ruined our ancestors, without any cultural
privillages, they were really inferior, but
there were many Ainu who were in fact
clever than many Jap. planters.

Still ordinary ill-bred Ainu under the same
control of economy have get to have the new
planters occupied the land for cultivation.
They failed to hold the right of ownership
of land because of their ignorance. And
gradualy almost of all cultivated fields,
meadows & fishing bases have been occupied
by the owning Japanese.

Moreover, the Government issued a
regulation (No. 15, Title-deed regulation of
Hokkaido Pref. Office) on 13th of Dec. 1847)
& has put all pieces of our ancestors’ owned
land in the 3rd sort of the Government land
to in order to take charg charge of it.

Of cause this action was done from Mothers'
heart to protect the ancestor's owneship from
the subtle planters.

Article 16 says “All the former inhabited
land, including every sort of land shall be put
in the Government land for the time being.”
However, any land shall be managed by
the official management according by the
circumstances & situation of Ainu.”

On the other hand No. 3, the law-1899
annuled the above mentioned title-deed

The Authority begun to disregard the spirit
of the regulation & has given opportunity to
the planters to do what they liked to occupy
any land they desired to posses.

Owing to the failures on the side of the
Government of ten, they composed a new
regulation, No. 27, the Law of Protection of
Ainu 1899.

(4 %E]
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Would you please understand the reason that
the direct officials have had no instructing
spirit & sympathy towards Ainu?

Here is most serious social problem which is

connected with those Ainu at Niikappun or

Urakawa.

When the ministry of agriculture planed to
open up in Nishiya, Urakawa Town, they
canfiscated all plots of land of which the
application for ownership had not sent in
insipte that already possessed them, without
any reparations.

As those who have got the right of ownership
were prohibited to sell their lands, so the
ministry forced to trade their’s for the plots
of land which were impossible to cultivate.

In this way they had to move to this rocky
hill, losing the right of existence.

Again, when the Imperial stock-farm started
all the dwellers in the ancestors’ fertil plots of
land were compelled to move to the far rocky
upland. They had not listened to any petition
& reasons. Their plots of land were put into
the Imperial estate.

Yes, they had to move to Kaminukibetsu,
Saru County, they willingly had offered
all these plots the fore tathers’ grave yard,
knowing these would have been put into the
Imperial estates.

As these lands in Urakawa & Niikappu were
fertile, so their sacrifice was great.

The result of it was the fatal blow to the
Ainu. The sufferers were in the exiled
condition. The ordinary Japanese thinking
themselves superior looked down those
miserable Ainu as ignolant & uneducated.
They do often violence or misdeeds upon the
Ainu.

There are at present many day-laboureres,
though they have farming experience and
will to till because they have not suitable
field & financial resources.

There are also some 2000 family which
members have to live out by themselves.

The 1st article “The former inhabitants, when
they do farming or like to do, shall posses
only a piece of land, 1,5000 tsubo (about 12a)
without any payment.’

However, the sort of land which they wanted



to manage to the applicants without payment
by the regulation was, limited to uncultivated
land, there we had to see a contradiction
against the already cultivated land which we
possessed for years, so we did not enjoy any
privillage at all.

Accordingly these pieces of land for the
Ainu applicants were hillside or high land
very lean, there areas were simply on the
map. The report of investigation in 1935
(no change in the numerals since) by the
Hokkaido Pref. Office is as follows. By the
protection law an area of 1838, 2, 4, 19,

(4506a) for 1516 family was selected.

(5 %8

A family’s portion was 1cho, 2 tan & 1 se (3a)
on average.

But some has had only 3/4a a family or 5 tan.
(1 1/4a)

Until this day there are some 266 acres
which are entirely impossible to till though
they are their allotted space.

It is situation in Hokkaido that our livelithood
does not run well with less than 12 acres.
According by the Ainu farmers who own so
small land cannot live on as full farmers.
Many of Ainu have be come “daymen” to
the rich farmers or labourers at the fishing
bases. They live in the lowest condition.
Many around constantly. It does n’t matter
whether they please not!

Of cause there are a few rich Ainu full-
farmers & their standard of living is better
than some Japanese. This fact shows
you clearly the ability of Ainu it they can
have the necessary plot of land with good
instruction & shall soon have the dignity of
good civilians.

Many younger ones must be branch-family.
If they want to become full-time farmers,
they have to get 5 chobu(12a) per family.
There must be some 1,0000 chobu (about 8a)

If they want to be “cultivator & raiser of
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domestic annuals, there must be another 5
chobu (12a) for pasturing. This necessary
land is so wide as 3,0000 (24a)

It is necessary to supply 4,0000 chobu (32a),
that is 1,0000 chobu (8a) for farming field &
3,0000 (24a) for pasturing if you expect to
elegate that Ainu up to the standard of the
ordinary Japanese.

We have heard that those Hidaka &
Niikappu stock-farms are going to be given
up & be given over as it is the time when
every kind of food is very short.

If it is true, very kindly think over the
Ainu people who have suffered for many,
many years with inexpressible sacrifice in
connection with land-problem.

May we beg you to allot us 4,0000 chobu
(1,0000 chobu of suitable fertile land for farm
& 3,0000 for prasturing?

When this petition is granted, our
Association honestly promises to instruct
the Ainu race to build up the ideal district,
by food production for contribution to the
nation & society. And also we shall try to do
our best to uplift them to the standard of the
Japanese in salvation of most miserable Ainu
race & be good members of the Empire.

We all Ainu have had such a vision for long
time to be realized Very kindly help us by

hearing our petition.

(6 %E]

We are planning to educate, re-build the
desolate huts, help the fishery & set up
medical enters. Also can we ask you kindly

help us when the plans are really done?

Month day 1946
President of the directors
Y. Mukai
Hokkaido Ainu Association
The public welfare section,

Hokkaido Pref., Office
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Hokkaido Ainu Association(Foundational Juridical person)
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