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Abstract

The Ainu Museum which operated in Shiraoi, Hokkaido until 2018, employed staff who specialized
in traditional crafts. Some of the ethnic materials produced by staff were assigned a serial number,
stored in the museum’s collection storage facility, and used in exhibitions and cultural activities such
as rituals. Today, in 2024, these objects form part of the collection of the National Ainu Museum, which
opened in 2020. In this paper, the author interviewed former employees of the Shiraoi Folk Museum (the
predecessor of the Ainu Museum) and the Ainu Museum in order to clarify lineages of craft techniques,
materials used as reference sources, and the reproduction projects carried out at these institutions.

The paper focuses on the works of Yaeko Matsunaga, who worked at the former Ainu Museum, also
known as Porotokotan, from 1978 to 2002. The research method used in order to investigate Matsunaga’s
background and the lineage of her craft techniques is based upon interviews with Matsunaga’s colleagues
and members of the craft circle “Citarpe”, which she presided over. The author also conducted a survey of
the objects in the collection of the National Ainu Museum, including clothing and mats that were made
by Matsunaga and formerly in her possession to determine the techniques that were passed on under her
guidance. Based on this information, the paper discusses the techniques used to make clothes and mats
by Matsunaga and those around her that originated in Porotokotan and spread into Shiraoi town. The
paper also describes issues that need to be addressed in future research into the materials created by

Matsunaga.
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