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+ This journal will publish the results of research conducted by Upopoy National Ainu
Museum and Park.
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founding philosophy of “respecting the dignity of the Ainu as an Indigenous People,
promoting correct understanding of Ainu history and culture in Japan and abroad,
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research ethics, according to which the dignity of the Ainu, an indigenous people, is
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-+ This journal is a place for the publication of academic research, as well as objective
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and the National Park.
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peer review.
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Traditional Crafts of Shiraoi Region
— From the Collections and Creations of Yaecko Matsunaga —
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Abstract

The Ainu Museum which operated in Shiraoi, Hokkaido until 2018, employed staff who specialized
in traditional crafts. Some of the ethnic materials produced by staff were assigned a serial number,
stored in the museum’s collection storage facility, and used in exhibitions and cultural activities such
as rituals. Today, in 2024, these objects form part of the collection of the National Ainu Museum, which
opened in 2020. In this paper, the author interviewed former employees of the Shiraoi Folk Museum (the
predecessor of the Ainu Museum) and the Ainu Museum in order to clarify lineages of craft techniques,
materials used as reference sources, and the reproduction projects carried out at these institutions.

The paper focuses on the works of Yaeko Matsunaga, who worked at the former Ainu Museum, also
known as Porotokotan, from 1978 to 2002. The research method used in order to investigate Matsunaga’s
background and the lineage of her craft techniques is based upon interviews with Matsunaga’s colleagues
and members of the craft circle “Citarpe”, which she presided over. The author also conducted a survey of
the objects in the collection of the National Ainu Museum, including clothing and mats that were made
by Matsunaga and formerly in her possession to determine the techniques that were passed on under her
guidance. Based on this information, the paper discusses the techniques used to make clothes and mats
by Matsunaga and those around her that originated in Porotokotan and spread into Shiraoi town. The
paper also describes issues that need to be addressed in future research into the materials created by

Matsunaga.
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BRI CARATH 25, HEORENEZ OND I L
PR ENT SO L ZHF R ETHHEMEEL T
HRELIT) LEVD S,

BE4 HRNRDE DT
BUWFEEE 0ROV LS L. UEDBU | —EITEBORE BEE
&W1(1998%) EirAl% GRRE) (Bir7 1 X RikiEeEE)

14

BE5 HERAEDESY
FR6FE ERRME=MET T AT 1 /Vb] (2004%F)
2/F (RR#) (BEir7 1 X RixEER)

aras T

BEH6 BHATHWKDNEA LRIV R5-01001
(Ez7 1 X RiREEER)

BEH7 BBESTHKHONERLRILT >N R5-01002
(EI7 1 X RikIEEERD)

BHS {bFEHi#RD/LY X R5-01003
(E1L7 1 X RIEISYEERD)

FH9 AR/ FHOEIELTILT X 00245
(L7 A X RIREERD)



BEMIF D7 A X TEICDWNT
Traditional Crafts of Shiraoi Region

52.2F$EICDWT

(1) B EHLY SR DK R [NEH 2 AIHRATLTELLR > TV F
B S LD A Z AT o 7285, LG, R, RS 25, FBEWBRES TV TYIP R 5T,
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Abstract

Although many collections of Ainu-related materials are known in Japan and abroad, the Ainu
collection held by the Museu Etnologic de Barcelona (MEB) was only partially described in Josef Kreiner’s
“Ainu Collections in European Museums”, and neither the total number of collections nor their details
seem to have been researched. In order to clarify the particulars, this research aimed to compile a list of
Ainu-related materials not only from the MEB but also from all of Catalonia, Spain. For this purpose, a
preliminary study of documents and materials and a field survey were conducted in 2023. As a result, it
was possible to identify four collections, of which three related to the sculptor and ethnographer Eudald
Serra. However, further research is needed to clarify details such as the locality and authorship of these

materials.
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Contemporary Artistic Expression of Mayunkiki Post-2020
From the 22nd Biennale of Sydney 'NIRIN' to
the 'Where My Words Belong' Exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo

SHEARE (YACHITA Mio)
EV. 7 A4 X BRE#EWEE 2R (Research & Curatorial Fellow, National Ainu Museum)
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Abstract

This paper examines the works and projects of artist Mayunkiki from 2020 to 2024 within the contexts
of music, performing arts, and contemporary art. Initially recognized as a musician and specialist in the
Ainu language, Mayunkiki’s career as a contemporary artist gained significant momentum following
her participation in the 22nd Biennale of Sydney (2020). This study explores her major contributions to
contemporary art exhibitions during this period, including the Reborn-Art Festival in Ishinomaki (2021—
22), her solo exhibition at the Ikon Gallery in Birmingham, UK (2022), and “Where My Words Belong”
exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo (2024). In addition to these exhibitions, the paper
analyzes her interventions in ethnographic displays at institutions such as the Rautenstrauch-Joest
Museum in Cologne, Germany, the Hokkaido Museum, and the William Morris Gallery, UK. Furthermore,
it examines her recent experimental works in music and performing arts, as well as Galang, a museum
decolonization project and publication initiated by the Powerhouse Museum, Australia. Ultimately, this
paper reconfirmed that Mayunkiki’s artistic methodology is a process of decolonization and indigenization
of expression, while also critically questioning the problematic implications of the concept of “Ainu Art”

led by non-indigenous/Wajin scholars.

Keywords : Mayunkiki, Ainu, artists, contemporary art, performing arts, biennial/triennial, decolonization,

indigenization.
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BH2 (262 FZ— - ETYF—LINRINI TO, X1V FF EMAR (BE) IZK % (SINUYE: Tattoos for Ainu Women) DEREF (20205F)
Mayunkiki with photography by Hiroshi lkeda, SINUYE: Tattoos for Ainu Women, 2020. Installation view for the 22nd Biennale of Sydney (2020),

Museum of Contemporary Art Australia. Commissioned by the Biennale of Sydney with generous support from Open Society Foundations, and
assistance from NIRIN 500 patrons. Courtesy the artist. Photograph: Alex Robinson.
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BH5-2,5-3 | BTRRBDO#F (Photo by Taichi Saito)
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B E6 : [Mayunkiki: Siknure — Let me live] &, lkon Gallery, 20224
Photographer Stuart Whipps, courtesy of lkon Gallery.
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BH7-2 : [Galang01J & ¥ To Be On the Same Page Mayunkiki in
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The notion of an Indigenous sovereignty
then, is to come together within a world defined
by the relations between us all, embedded
in our spiritual conception of those relations,
and applied to mean self-determination - and
the governance of Indigenous nations, holding
rights of autonomy to our lives, our beliefs, our

homelands, our cultures, and our languages.
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The Making of the “Akan Yukar Lost Kamuy”

PRMEE (TOKO Shusei)

22— ZE BRRRITENIFY 7ey =7

Yukar-za Theater, European Tour and River Project

F 5% (SENKE Morio)
ORI L {#HR

Connecting Akan and the World Through the Mouth Harp
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The Epic poem of the Ainu:
the Creation of the Heavenly World in Drama and Song

in Two Acts

Speclal Public Performance in Parls
Yuukara Za
of
Lake Akan Alnu Village
Hokkaido Japan

The Ainu

The word “Ainu® originally meant “mankind”, but in Japan today It refers
to one particular tribe, most of whom now live in Hokkaido, where they
subsisted until quite recently by hunting and fishing. They are stocky,
big-boned people with broad shoulders and thick black hair. Under their
heavy foreheads and bushy eyebrows, their deep-set dark eyes have a
kite-like gleam. They are often described as hairy, although there are in
fact many equally hairy tribes in other countries. @

It is the belief of the Ainu that the animals of the mountains, the fish of
the rivers and seas, even a tree or a blade of grass, has Its own soul, with
which the Alnu wish to live in harmony. In this connection. they hold an
annual ceremony called “Iomanta”, wherein the soul of a bear Is delivered
to heaven.

They make robes from “asshi”, the processed bark of the elm or another
tree called “ochyoudamo™. These are embroidered with the native designs
for which the Alnu are famous. As they are also proficient carvers of
wood. thelr ritual implements and everyday utensils are very lovely.

The Alnu have many songs and dances, of which Yuukara in particular are
5aid to be among the world's three greatest epics, ranking with the Iliad
and the Odyssey.

Criginally the Alnu lived all over Japan, but there are two theories about
how they got there. One is that they came south from continental Asia
through the Kamchatka Peninsula and Kuril Islands to Hokkaido.

The other is that they came north from Okinawa, through Kyushu and
Honshu into North East Honshu and Hokkaildo, to be finally pushed north
into Hokkaldo and the Kuril Islands with the establishment of government
In Japan proper. The mystery of their origin is Increased by their strong
anthropological similarity to Caucaslans,

In any casa, Hokkaldo (or Ezo, as it was then called) continued to be “Alnu
moshirl”, the land of the Alnu, until it was developed by the Melil
government in about 1868, With the modern development of Hokkaldo, the
Alnu were obliged to give up thelr traditional hunting and fishing for a
more urban existence, and were pitchforked willynilly into the twentleth
century.



Doday the Ainu have lost many of their habits and customs
ey, marry freely with other races, so tha;

is impossible to say of a second or thirg
hus estimates of the pregep

through Japanisation. They inter!
there are often occasions when it
person what race he belongs to. T

tion
s twenty and thirty thousand.

Ainu population vary, between

KAMIjINéMI — Invocation Lo god

Yuukara Drama
Synopsis ool nsiabam

Act I
Scene 1: The Heavenly World (Shi Kanto Moshiri)

Shikanna Kamul, God of Thunder, in command of the Universe, descends
to Earth. and catching sight of the most beautiful princess Chikisani of
the Elm Tree, falls instantly in love with her. His descenl Is as gentle as
thistledown but in a ball of flame, and when they marry, it is as one flame
they burn. Shikanna Kamul and Chikisan! have a son, the hero Alnu
Rakkuru, who is to become the protector of the Ainu people.

Scene 2: The Home of the Gods (Kamui Chise)

In the home of the gods there is a-discussion about who should bring up
Alnu Rakkuru, and it is decided that Ireshu Sapo. the Sun' s younger
sister, should bear this responsibility. As he grows, Ainu Rakkuru
prepares himself for the hunt, making bows and arrows from wood. At
last he receives Ireshu Sapo's permission to don his hunter’s costume.
He goes out to the mountains to hunt deer and prove himself a fully-
fledged God of the Alnu.

‘Scene 3: The Deer Hunt (¥ ukku Koiki)
To test the power of Ainu Rakkuru, the Deer God comes down from heaven
. to the deepest part of the forest. Alnu Rakkuru succeeds in shooting the
eer God, and then goes to pray for his soul. As the Deer God returns to
hea .mn_j;k_km;u shoots an arrow into the sky to clear a path for
 the ascent of the Deer God.s soul.

-
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Yuukara Drama
oo SR

Special Public Performance in Paris

Long. long ago, the gods in heaven decided to create the world, so they
chose a god of creation and asked him to go down and make the Earth,
So down he went with the Dog God the Eagle Owl God and they all workeg
very hard to make the Earth, So hard did they labour that a wonderfu]
land was created in an instant. The works of the God of Creation were
highly praised by the gods in heaven.

The first tree the God of Creation planted with his own hands was the
Elm, making the land still more and more beautiful. At this point, the
yuukara begins.

Hearing all the talk about the beautiful land beneath, the God of Thunder
became very curlous and decided to go and have a look for himself.

One day, the God of Thunder went down to the Earth in a storm of thunder
and lightning, of black clouds and white, Three times he flew into the
furthest East, and three times into the remotest West, looking closely at
the Earth. And indeed the land was even more wonderful than he heard.
As he was inspecting the Earth, the God of Thunder suddenly discerned
4 woman standing in the forest. Bending closer, he saw that she was as
beautiful as the most beautiful goddesses of heaven, though there were
many beauties there. This lovely girl was Princess Harunire or Chikisanl,
meoass of the Elm. The God of Thunder fall instantly in love with her,
and they married.
Bp bore a son. And the son she bore was Alnu Rakkuru, a god in human
form. The boy was raised In the care of the Sun's younger sister,
and a_g_:.h_s grew, his exploits in turn became a story to be told in yuukara,
a story developing In mystery, telling in song and d

N ) ; ance of loves and
battles long ago, before mankind began,

Act IT
Scene 1: White Swan Princess and Black Swan Princess
{Retarachikappu and Kunechikappu)

As Ainu Rakkuru descends from the mountain,
the deer, he mests the White Swan Princess and the Black Swan Princess.
They both woo him, offering him “matanpushi” or embroldered wirework.
Ainu Rakkuru accepts the favour of the White Swan Princess. but the
Black Swan Princess, filled with jealousy, uses her magic powers to
deprive the White Swan of her sight, and carries her off to the country
of Darkness.

Scene 2: The Sword of the God (Kamui Tamu)

Ireshu Sapo, the Sun's sister, now reveals to Ainu Rakkuru that he is the
son of Shikanna Kamui and Chikisani. The son of gods, and himself God of
the Ainu people, his destiny isto create a peaceful land for mankind. Ireshu
Sapo clothes him in the costume of a god and puts a bright sword in his
hand, and like a lion he strides out on his journey to the Land of
Darkness.

Scene 3: Battle of the Land of Darkness
(Kunne Moshiri Domi)

bearing the great head of

‘Ainu Rakkuru leaves for the Land of Darkness to rescue the White Swan.

‘Before battle commences, the two sides toast one another. The mortal

mbat lasts for many days. Again and again the Prince of Darkness
and the Black Swan challenge Ainu Rakkuru to fight: seven times he slays
lem both t!nftf they live again. Finally, in extremity, Ainu
dra : : WQ which Ireshu Sapo gave him, and with the flash
ing and t’ne oll of thunder, he defeats the Prince of Darkness.
: Sw and all thelr host. Alnu Rakkuru and the White Swan,
: er a heartfelt prayer to the gods in heaven. The
to shine with the light of the Sun and Moon.
ngthen and fill the world into eternity.
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